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The Peace Alliance Winnipeg is protesting Canadian participa-
tion in the third Iraq War. We are joining similar actions orga-
nized across the country and in Quebec by the Canadian 
Peace Alliance and the Collectif Échec à la guerre.  
 
These protests take place on the 12th anniversary of the first 
mobilizations in Canada and the US to oppose the preparation 
of the US invasion and the war of occupation in Iraq that would 
last from 2003 to 2011. 
 
We call on everyone to protest: 
 

 Against a new illegal war that contributes to dismantling the 
existing world order and that threatens world peace and securi-
ty while pretending to defend them; 

 Against the security and humanitarian pretexts invoked by 
the new coalition: the protection of Iraq’s population has noth-
ing to do with the real motives of this war, which will cause 

to be justice, both for the soldiers killed this week, and all of 
the victims of Canadian foreign policy. 
 
Social and economic policies play a large role in the develop-
ment of hatred and alienation. If these men had access to 
services, there may have been a chance to change course. 
But according to the Canadian Psychological Association, 
“Canadians, in particular those in lower and middle income 
levels, face significant barriers when it comes to accessing 
psychological services due to their cost.” 
 
The Harper government is making this problem worse with 
roughly $4 billion in annual cuts to the Canada Health Trans-
fer. It is interesting to note that this is the same amount that 
Harper increased military spending since taking power in 
2006. We need to call for military spending to be re-directed 
to essential services in Canada. 
 
There is a way to end the violence we have seen this past 
week, and over the last 13 years. We must work for Peace 
and Prosperity, not War and Austerity. We must unite in 
opposition to racism and Islamophobia. Solidarity is the 
answer to injustice. 
 

For more information or to get involved in this important work 

contact the Peace Alliance Winnipeg at 

www.peacealliancewinnipeg.ca or facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/PeaceAllianceWinnipeg 

For information about the national work of the Canadian 

Peace Alliance and its member organizations go to http://

canadianpeace.org 

http://canadianpeace.org/dont-attack-iraq/#Events
http://canadianpeace.org/dont-attack-iraq/#Events


them more suffering and further deteriorate their living condi-
tions; 

 Against a Canadian foreign policy centred on intensifying 
conflicts and war; 

 Against the hijacking of huge amounts of public resources 
to make war, promote the military industry, glorify the army and 
Canada’s military past, while for many years austerity 
measures have cut education, healthcare, public services, the 
promotion of women’s rights, the protection of the environment, 
international cooperation, etc. 
 
Together, let’s demand: 
 

 The immediate end of Canadian participation in this new 
aggression coalition which has been set up for the strategic in-
terests of the US empire and its allies; 

 A freeze on all major procurement projects of the Canadian 
military; 

 The organization of a broad public debate on Canadian for-
eign policy, the role of the army, the military industry and the 
arms trade; 

 That the Canadian government immediately cease deporta-
tion proceedings against U.S. Iraq war resisters and create, 
once and for all, a provision that would allow them to remain in 
Canada. 
 

 

Stop All Killing from Iraq to Syria to Canada! 

Unite to Stop the Violence! 
Statement of the Canadian Peace Alliance 

October 24, 2014 
 

We cannot let the attacks in Ottawa and St-Jean-sur-Richelieu 
perpetuate the cycle of war, violence and Islamophobia. 
 
The killing of two soldiers in Ottawa and in Quebec must be 
condemned, as we oppose all acts of violence against innocent 

people. This was a tragic loss of life. Moving forward, we can-
not let these killings become fodder for a pro-war, militaristic 
agenda in Canada. 
 
There is little information on the motivations behind the killings 
and whether they were connected. Yet this did not stop Har-
per from jumping to the conclusion that these attacks were 
part of a larger terrorist conspiracy against Canada. Already, 
CSIS’ powers of spying are being increased, and the govern-
ment is planning new legislation that would further erode our 
civil liberties if it is allowed to become law. 
 
Muslim Canadians are already being increasingly demonized 
and dissent increasingly criminalized, which would escalate as 
a result of these measures. The expected legislation will likely 
also be used to silence Indigenous opposition to government 
policies, while expanding the already unacceptable level of 
surveillance of Indigenous communities. We must stand unit-
ed in support of Muslim Canadians, Indigenous peoples, and 
in defence of what is left of our Canadian democracy. 
 
Harper and other politicians will use these attacks to justify the 
war on Iraq and Canadian participation in it. We must keep in 
mind the broader context in which these attacks occurred. 
Canada has been at war for more than 13 years, invading and 
bombing Afghanistan and Libya, threatening to attack Syria 
and Iran, and supporting brutal dictatorships in countries like 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. And while taking us to war in Iraq, 
war resisters living in Canada are being punished with depor-
tation orders. 
 
The Islamic State itself is a creation of the West’s foreign poli-
cy. Sectarian divisions were entrenched and inflamed through 
the Afghanistan and Iraq wars, and bombing of Syria. These 
groups would not have come to power had it not been for the 
wars of the last thirteen years. 
 
What we need right now is peace, not more war. There needs 


